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Synopsis

An Introduction to Islam, Fourth Edition, provides students with a thorough, unified and topical
introduction to the global religious community of Islam. In addition, the author’s extensive field work,
experience, and scholarship combined with his engaging writing style and passion for the subject
also sets his text apart. An Introduction to Islam places Islam within a cultural, political, social, and
religious context, and examines its connections with Judeo-Christian morals. Its integration of the
doctrinal and devotional elements of Islam enables readers to see how Muslims think and live,
engendering understanding and breaking down stereotypes. This text also reviews pre-Islamic

history, so readers can see how Islam developed historically.
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Customer Reviews

The author’s extensive field work, experience, and scholarship combined with his engaging writing
style and passion for the subject sets this text apart. An Introduction to Islam, Second Edition,
provides students with a thorough and unified topical introduction to the global religious community
of Islam. It places Islam within a cultural, political, social, and religious context and examines its
connections with Judeo-Christian morals. The text’s integration of the doctrinal and devotional
elements of Islam enables students to see how Muslims think and live--engendering understanding
and breaking down stereotypes. An Introduction to Islam, Second Edition also reviews pre-Islamic
history so students can see how Islam developed historically. --This text refers to an out of print or

unavailable edition of this title.

"An Introduction to Islam," Fourth Edition, provides students with a thorough, unified and topical



introduction to the global religious community of Islam. "In addition, the author’s extensive field
work, experience, and scholarship combined with his engaging writing style and passion for the
subject also sets his text apart. " "An Introduction to Islam," places Islam within a cultural, political,
social, and religious context, and examines its connections with Judeo-Christian morals. Its
integration of the doctrinal and devotional elements of Islam enables readers to see how Muslims
think and live - engendering understanding and breaking down stereotypes. "This text also reviews

pre-Islamic history so readers can see how Islam developed historically."

This book really breaks down important facts about Islam. It is very informative and really good if
you'd like to study it on your own just for your own personal gains. I'd even advocate others to do
so. Islam is often misjudged by ignorant people who honestly don’t have any clue what Islam is,

hence their being called "ignorant”. | hope you all found it a good learning experience. Enjoy!

"An Introduction to Islam" by Frederick Denny, First edition in 1985, Second edition in 1994
(paperback ISBN 0-02-328519-2), 405 pgs. Although a medium-size paperback, a book actually
worthy of being called a college-level textbook. Chapter 1: Early Civilizations: Egypt &
Mesopotamia; 2: The Jews (10 pages); 3: Christianity (8 pages); 4: Pre-Islamic Arabia - Beliefs (10
pgs); 5: Muhammad and the Early Muslim Community (20 pages); The Arab Conquest (20 pages);
7: The Basic Beliefs and Worship Practices of Islam (40 pages); 8: The Nature and Function of the
Quran - format, recitation, nature, interpretation, the Inimitability (15 pgs); 9: The Prophets’ Sunna
as Preserved in the Hadith (10 pgs); 10: Muslim Creeds and Theologies - the place of reason,
Mutazilited, three Muslim creeds, Kalam, the challenge of philosophy (20 pgs); 11: Law and the
State in classical Islamic Formulations - Shari’a, Figh, schools of law, political institutions (10 pgs);
12: Sufi Way of Mysticism - tariga, al-Junayd & sober Sufism, antinomian, intoxicated al-Hallaj,
al-Ghazali (20 pgs); 13: Master and Disciples of Sufi orders - Shaykhs, Faqirs, Qadiri, Jalal al-Din
al-Rumi, Mawlawis, Silsila, Dhikr, Sama, Ibn Arabi (15 pgs); 14: The Islamic Life Cyle and the
Family - rites, ceremonies, customs, infancy, childhood, marriage, divorce, inheritance, property,
interest, food, clothing, death rituals (20 pgs); 15: Ideals and realities of Islamic community life - the
mosque, marketplace, public behavior, recreation, veneration of saints (20 pgs); 16: Islam in the
Modern World - Wahhabis, Islam and nationalism (13 pgs), 17: Three forms of Islamic Revival -
fundamentalism, feminism, the Umma in North America (10 pgs). Besides presenting Islamic views

in the Middle East, it also covers the Far East, also. One of the more informative books of its era.



Good general study of Islam. So much better (and more accurate) than the nightly news.

| read this book because of a desire to understand as much as | could about Islam - | was not
disappointed when | finished this book. The author provided an answer to every question that | had
before reading this book and has given me the desire to read more about certain aspects of this
religion. For me, the most interesting chapters were those that detailed the basic beliefs and
practices of Islam, Islamic life and the family, Islamic community life and finally the issues
concerning Islam in the modern world. | more fully understand their beliefs, but maybe more
importantly, the challenges the religion faces as "progressive" Muslims try to open free dialouge
about their religion - and the obstacles they face in doing so. Highly recommend - if at all intersted in

Islam, you will not be disappointed in the knowledge you will gain.

This book is a very good introduction, especially if you have no knowledge on Islam and want to
learn the basics. | gave it 4 stars though because | did not agree with some of the things he said
that are more cultural than Islamic. Please do not confuse Islam with what cultures have thrown in,

which happens a lot. Other than that, it is very good :)

Great book to get basic knowledge about the culture. Easy to read and very informative.

It's for class. Not too badly written.

was happy to find it in my mailbox when | came home from work. Was less expensive than renting it
from the college bookstore.
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